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	Herndon Youth Soccer, Inc.

Code of Conduct


A. Policy

The Board of Directors of Herndon Youth Soccer, In.c has approved the following statement as the basis for a Code of Conduct for all members of Herndon Youth Soccer, Inc.:

The principles which govern competition in the Herndon Youth Soccer program are sportsmanship, fair play, skill development, and mutual respect among players, coaches, officials and spectators.

B. Implementation

1. As stated above, players are expected to perform in a manner consistent with the principles of good sportsmanship and fair play.  This places a special responsibility on coaches, officials, parents and other spectators to set the proper example.

2. Coaches and officials must:

a.  Know and abide by the Laws of the Game (FIFA) and the local league rules.

b.  Instruct the players in the Laws of the Game and local rules and coach, officiate, or supervise in such a way as to motivate each player to compete in a spirit of fair play at all times.

c. Teach each player through personal example to be humble and generous in victory and proud and courteous in defeat.

d. Maintain control of their emotions and avoid action, language, or gestures which might be interpreted as hostile and humiliating.

3. Aggressive play shall not be discouraged; however, physical and/or verbal abuse of opponents or teammates will not be tolerated.

4. Coaches, parents and spectators must show restraint in disagreeing with referees’ decisions.  While it is unreasonable to expect total acceptance without reservation, loud or abusive dissent is unwarranted and reprehensible both during and after the game.  Under no circumstances should a coach, parent or spectator come onto the field of play unless invited by the referee.  Coaches are responsible for the actions of the parents and spectators on the sidelines.

5. Players are expected to abide by the decisions of the referee without dissent.  Those players who are adjudged guilty of an offense requiring a caution (yellow card) or ejection (red card) are expected to accept the action without comment and to be determined not to repeat the offense.

6. All members of  HYS, Inc. are expected to observe the regulations governing use of the fields and parking areas.  In general, no cars or other motorized vehicles are permitted on the fields or in private lots/spaces near the fields.  Teams are responsible for the cleanliness of the fields and the proper disposal of trash.

C. Violations

1. Coaches, officials, players parents or spectators who are in violation of the Code of Conduct are expected to correct their behavior upon notification and to not repeat the misconduct.  Repetition of misconduct can lead to prohibition from further participation in league play by offending players or coaches and/or expulsion from Herndon Youth Soccer, Inc..

2. Players or coaches ejected from a game (red card) or who receive a fourth caution (yellow card) during the season may not participate in the next scheduled game for that team.

3. Players who are ejected twice from games or who receive a fifth caution during the season will be automatically suspended from further participation pending a formal review of the circumstances by the Grievance Committee.

4. Any spectator who, in the opinion of the referee, is guilty of misconduct may be requested to leave the field.  Refusal by the spectator to accept the decision may lead to a caution or expulsion of the team coach and/or termination of the game.

I understand the Herndon Youth Soccer Code of Conduct and my responsibilities as a coach to enforce this policy with my players, the parents of my players and with my coaching staff or those designated by me to coach on my behalf.

_____________________________


_______________________________

Printed Name





Signature/Date
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